vi                    PERSONAL IDEALISM

that attacks have come from two different sides. One
adversary tells each of us : " You are a transitory resultant
of physical processes"; and the other: " You are an unreal
appearance of the Absolute." Naturalism and Absolutism,
antagonistic as they seem to be, combine in assuring us
that personality is an illusion.

Naturalism and Absolutism, then, are the adversaries
against whom the personal idealist has to strive ; but the
manner of the strife must be different in each case. Per-
sonal Idealism is a development of the mode of thought
which has dominated Oxford for the last thirty years ; it
is not a renunciation of it. And thus it continues in the
main the Oxford polemic against Naturalism. To it and
to Naturalism there is no ground common, except that
both appeal to experience to justify their interpretations
of the world. Thus against this adversary the argument
must take the form of showing that from naturalistic
premises no tolerable interpretation of the cardinal facts
of our experience can be made. If it be asked what are
those cardinal facts, I should answer: Those which are
essential to the conduct of our individual life and the
maintenance of the social fabric. They are summarily
recognised in the credo that we are free moral agents in a
sense which cannot apply to what is merely natural.
Round this formula of conviction are grouped the ques-
tions debated with Naturalism in our volume. They are
the reality of human freedom, the limitations of the evolu-
tionary hypothesis, the validity of the moral valuation,
and the justification of that working enthusiasm for ideals
which Naturalism, fatalistic if it is to be logical, must
deride as a generous illusion. If these crucial questions be
decided in our favour, the system of Naturalism is con-
demned.

Accordingly, where Naturalism confronted us, we were
not unfrequently obliged to take the aggressive and carry